




“I would like to express my thanks to the Carnegie Research 
Fellowship for the good chance to participate and to be a fel-
low of this scholarship. The NCEEER staff made me feel very 
welcome on my first visit to the United States. It was a good op-
portunity for my future professional development and career. 
It was an unforgettable time!” 

--Ala Svet, Free University of Moldova
CRFP participant, 2006

“Thanks to the NCEEER fellowship I significantly in-
creased my level of theory, expanded the field of my 
research, and gained a valuable experience in study-
ing at an American university. I am very thankful to 
this program and to all the people who made it work.” 

--Marina Kulichikhina, Saratov State University
CRFP participant, 2009, with spring cherry blossoms 
at the University of Washington



Carnegie Research Fellowship Program

In March 2009 the Carnegie Corporation 
of New York awarded the National Council 
for Eurasian and East European Research 
(NCEEER) $650,000 to support a two-
year program to bring advanced scholars 
and researchers to the United States for 
four-month stays at American universities 
and research institutions.   These Carnegie/
NCEEER fellowships are being offered 
over a two-year period from April 1, 2009 
to March 31, 2011.  Under this program, 
approximately 18 scholars from Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, 
Russia and Ukraine will be placed in host 
institutions throughout the United States.  

In 2007, NCEEER was asked by the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York to 
redirect the focus of the CRFP from its 
traditional Russian emphasis onto the 
dynamic, emergent regions of the South 
Caucasus and Western CIS. The Russian 
portion of the program was narrowed 
to include only the two most productive 
CASEs (Centers for Advanced Study and 
Education), in Rostov-na-Donu in Russia’s 
south, and Kaliningrad on the Baltic coast. 
These CASEs were established nearly a 
decade ago by the Corporation and its 
partners, the Russian INO-Center and the 
Kennan Institute. The expansion of the 
program into the South Caucasus and the 
Western CIS, aided by the establishment 
of CASEs Minsk/Vilnius and Tbilisi, has 
thus far been a success. Applicants are of 
consistently high quality, with excellent 
English-language skills and advanced 
research experience. Each year of the 
program has seen an increase in the 
quality and quantity of applications from 
these regions. NCEEER feels confident 
that the goals of the CRFP to strengthen 
and support the CASEs and foster a new

generation of internationally integrated 
social scientists and humanists associated 
with them are consistently being met.  
The current CASEs and their themes are 
as follows:

• Kaliningrad State University
Center for the Study of Russia in Europe

• Rostov-na-donu State University
Center for the Study of Problems of 
Modernization of Russia

• European Humanities University 
(Minsk)
Center for Advanced Studies and 
Education on Social Transformations 
in the Western Eurasia Border Region 
-- Belarus, Moldova, and Ukraine

• Caucasus Research Resource 
Centers (Tbilisi)
Center for the Study of the South Caucasus: 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia

Carnegie Research Fellowship 
Program 2009-10 Activities

NCEEER brought fifteen fellows to the 
U.S. under the CRFP during calendar 
year 2009 and the first quarter of 2010.  A 
group of four scholars arrived in January 
2009, and were placed in various U.S. 
universities after a three-day orientation 
period in Seattle.  In September 2009 
five more scholars arrived and were also 
placed in universities after an orientation 
session in Washington, DC.  A third 
group of six scholars arrived in January 
2010 and took up residence at four 
U.S. universities after an orientation 
session in Seattle.Each of these groups 
has stayed or will stay for four months. 
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Orientation programs for the groups 
are managed by NCEEER staff, with 
presentations from NCEEER staff 
members, NCEEER partners in the NGO 
community, and senior scholars from 
U.S. universities. The programs include 
information about conducting research 
at an American university, aspects of 
social and cultural life that differ from the 
scholars’ home countries, along with such 
topics as how to open a checking account, 
how to find an apartment, budgeting 
resources, visa issues, and travel in the 
U.S.  The scholars are asked to complete a 
pre-program survey and are provided with 
information on establishing an academic 
study plan in tandem with their U.S.-based 
academic adviser.  In addition, the groups 
enjoy a tour of the District of Columbia, 
including stops at the White House, 
the Library of Congress, and several of 
Washington’s memorials.  In Seattle, 
groups are taken to local landmarks and 
tourist destinations to get a feel for life in 
a typical American city. 

While in residence at their respective 
universities, all scholars have been able 
to carry out extensive and productive 
research, without exception.   Additionally, 
many scholars attend and participate 
in conferences and seminars across 
the United States. Carnegie Fellows 
frequently collaborate on publications 
with American colleagues, both during 
and after their stays in the U.S., and 
submit articles for publication in scholarly 
journals, including NCEEER’s flagship 
policy journal, Problems of Post-
Communism.

CFRP Recruitment Activities

In 2009, NCEEER relocated its Moscow 
office to Kyiv, in order to better serve 
the new regional focus of the program. 
During 2009 and the spring of 2010, 
NCEEER Senior Eurasia Program Officer 
Alexei Kharlamov conducted recruiting 
in Chernivtsy, Chisinau, Dnipropetrovsk, 
Ivano-Frankivsk, Kharkiv, Kyiv, Lviv, 
Minsk,  Odessa,  Rostov-na-Donu, 
Simferopol, Uzhhorod, and Vilnius. In 
addition, staff from the Minsk CASE (which 
includes CRFP alumni) actively recruited 
scholars from Belarus, many of whom are 
studying and working at the European 
Humanities University in Vilnius. For 
the summer 2009 interviews covering the 
Western CIS region, 63 proposals were 
received and rated by a screening panel 
comprised of American and Ukrainian 
senior scholars. This figure is more 
than double the number of applications 
received when the program first expanded 
into the Western CIS in 2007, and 2010 
promises to be another large competition. 
Following a close review by the screening 
panel, 18 proposals were selected for 
personal interviews in Kyiv.  NCEEER 
Senior Program Officer Dana Ponte 
chaired a bi-national interview panel in 
Kyiv in June 2009, and 6 applicants were 
selected and ranked for placement in 
September 2009 and January 2010.  
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2006 Carnegie Fellows enjoying a 
beautiful day at the Capitol building



Recruitment in the South Caucasus is 
directed by NCEEER’s partner in the 
region, the Caucasus Research Resource 
Center (CRRC), which has offices in 
Yerevan, Tbilisi, and Baku and an extensive 
network in this region. The CRRC is also 
a Carnegie Corporation of New York 
grantee. Throughout the year, the CRRC 
reaches out to its network through mailing 
lists, websites, professional associations, 
and presentations in major universities. 
CRRC staff estimate that its recruitment 
activities reach more than 1,200 people 
across the region each year. Applications 
have been received from all of the countries 
served by the South Caucasus CASE, and 
are increasing each year. In 2009, 39 
applications were received from Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, and Georgia, with 6 applicants 
ultimately selected for fellowships by 
a bi-national interview panel in Tbilisi 
in June 2009, chaired by Dana Ponte.

Scholar Placement and Activities

NCEEER staff persons initially obtain 
U.S. J-1 entry visas for the Fellows using 
the Department of Homeland Security 
SEVIS (Student Entry Visa Information 
System) computer database.  Once the 
visa process is complete, NCEEER staff 
contact universities across the United 
States to determine the most appropriate 
placement for the Fellows.  Placement 
is based on the strength of the host 
institution in each Fellow’s research topic.  
The universities are asked to help the 
scholars find housing, obtain access to 
research offices or carrels, and to orient the 
scholars at their respective institutions. 
NCEEER strives for geographic diversity 
in its selection of host institutions, and 
has placed scholars at over 40 universities, 
col leges,  and research inst i tutes 
in each region of the United States.  

In NCEEER’s experience, universities 
selected for placement have been very 
happy to host Carnegie Fellows, and have 
universally reported positive experiences 
with them.  In most cases the scholars have 
built excellent networks at their university 
of residence and have maintained contact 
with their mentors, even after returning to 
their home countries.  Additionally, many 
of the scholars established friendships 
among themselves and these have 
often yielded productive professional 
relationships, including joint publications 
and employment opportunities.

The benefit to CRFP Fellows of their 
experience in the program is often 
immediately evident upon their return to 
their home countries. September 2009 
Fellow Leonid Litra, who conducted his 
research stay at Yale, is now working 
in Moldova’s premier think tank, the 
Institute for Development and Social 
Initiatives (Viitorul). Mr. Litra is 
publishing frequently on the relationship 
of Moldova to the European Union. A 
second September 2009 Fellow, Mher 
Arshakyan, is currently employed by the 
EU Advisory Group as a local expert helping 
to formulate the National Human Rights 
Action Plan for Armenia. While a research 
fellow at George Washington University, 
Mr. Arshakyan attended several sessions 
of the Supreme Court and advanced 
his personal research on constitutional 
law.  Oleg Brinza, a September 2009 
Fellow from Moldova, is advising his 
country’s Ministry of Agriculture on the 
integration of Moldovan agro-business 
into the global market. In this role, he 
is able to directly apply the knowledge 
that he gained as a research fellow at the 
University of California Davis, and in site 
visits to agriculture production facilities 
throughout the West Coast and Midwest. 

Carnegie Research Fellowship Program
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September 2008 Fellow Nikita Nikitin, 
of Kaliningrad, continues his innovative 
work on the integration of alternative 
treatments for patients with HIV, and 
is now collaborating with colleagues 
in Belarus, Poland and Ukraine on 
researching metabolic syndromes 
associated with HIV infection. This is a 
particularly acute topic for Mr. Nikitin’s 
home region of Kaliningrad, which has one 
of the highest rates of HIV infection in the 
Russian Federation. January 2009 Fellow 
Zurab Garakanidze, an adviser to the 
Georgian Economic Ministry, continues 
to publish extensively in international 
publications, based on his experience as 
a fellow in Harvard’s Black Sea Security 
Program. NCEEER has now established a 
relationship with this program, housed in 
Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government, 
and presently has another Carnegie 
Fellow—Anastasiya Stelmakh of Ukraine—
placed there for her research stay. 

NCEEER is satisfied with the progress 
made so far in implementing this program, 
and it is honored to be a part of the 
Corporation’s endeavors to improve 
the state of higher education in the 
Russian Federation and beyond.  As an 
organization that has been dealing with 
the educational system in the Former 
Soviet space for over 25 years, NCEEER 
believes that the Carnegie Corporation 
and its partners have taken the time to get 
the program model right, with successful 
results that are visible in the program’s 
alumni. The expansion of the program into 
the Western CIS and the South Caucasus 
has been a significant success even at this 
early juncture, and NCEEER looks forward 
to continuing the work of the Carnegie 
program in these important regions. 
NCEEER stands ready to do whatever 
we can to continue the Corporation’s 
critical work in the former Soviet Union.  
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Ketevan Iremashvili, Tbilisi State 
University, CRFP participant, 2009, 
enjoying the Seattle skyline

Natalia Ryzhova, Institute of Geology 
and Natural Management, CRFP
participant, 2008, in Washington, DC

Fall 2008 Carnegie Fellows in front of the White 
House





National Council for

Eurasian and East European Research

Box 353650
Seattle, WA 98195
206-829-2445

Fax: 206-221-0885
E-mail: info@nceeer.org                              
Web: www.nceeer.org


