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					The Gates of Belgrade: Safety, Privacy, and New Housing Patterns in the Post-Communist City			

Sonia Hirt, Virginia State Polytechnic Institute and State University

Abstract
Compared to the prolific literature on the political and economic aspects of the post-communist transition, literature on post-1989 urban changes, including changes in housing and neighborhood patterns and changes in the quality of life of urban residents, has been relatively limited. Yet the post-communist world stretching from the heart of Europe to the Far East corner of Asia is highly urbanized: out of the nearly half a billion inhabitants of Central-East Europe and the former Soviet Union, about two-thirds reside in cities and towns. Cities were the engines of economic growth during the communist period. They were also at the forefront of radical socio-economic experimentation and restructuring during the transition period.

This paper focuses on urban changes in the Serbian capital of Belgrade: specifically, on the new trend of constructing explicitly private, gated and securitized housing. This type of housing barely existed during communism but established itself as a popular alternative in the 1990s, particularly among the "winners" in the post-communist transition. This new housing pattern, which can now be observed in many other large East European cities as well as cities around the world, reflects deepening social stratification and growing concerns about urban crime. It also suggests an increasing appreciation of privacy and semi-secluded family lifestyles that contrast sharply with the type of urban collectivism communist regimes sought to impose.


 			

			
						

			
			
						
	
	

	
		
		
		

		
		
			Contact Us

	
	First Name

Last Name

Email

Subject

Description



Contact Us	







		

		

	
 



  






			
		
				
	
					
								Latest NCEEER Working Papers



	Doctors' and Parents' Perspectives on Communication Regarding HPV Vaccination in Bulgaria

Elitsa Dimitrova, Yulia Panayotova, Anna Alexandrova-Karamanova, and Irina Todorova

Contextual Constitution of Behavior: Introducing the HPV Vaccine in Eastern Europe

Irina Todorova and Adrian Baban

The Readers of Novyi Mir, 1948-1969: A Social Portrait

Denis Kozlov






							

					
								Contact Information



	National Council for Eurasian and East European Research

DC Office

	1828 L Street NW Suite 1200
	Washington, DC 20036
	Tel: 202-572-9095
	Fax: 866-937-9872
	E-mail: info [AT] nceeer [DOT] org







							

					
								Quick Links



		www.americancouncils.org
	www.carnegie.org
	www.state.gov
	www.neh.gov







							

			


		

		
	
	
		
			
				
				
					
						


	Copyright
	
	NCEEER. All Rights Reserved.



					

				

				
				
																
							


	 [image: Powered by Directive]



						

						
									

			

		

	










