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					1956: Moscow's Silenced Spring			

Kathleen E. Smith, Georgetown University

Abstract
University students in 1956 belonged to a generation that had grown up wholly under Stalinism. They internalized Soviet definitions of virtue—being brave, honest, and loyal to the collective—and expectations that the Party-State was always striving to create a better life for its people. Evidence from Moscow State University (MGU) students in the spring of 1956 demonstrates that as these idealistic young people began to encounter social injustices in their adult lives, they attempted to create their own solutions. They discovered, however, that the post-Stalin Party was not prepared to accept independent actors. The "thaw" only meant that consequences for forming unofficial associations and for public protest were less severe than they had previously been. Though disappointed in their efforts to use boycotts as a tool for justice and to create spaces for free exchange of scientific ideas in 1956, members of this generation would bring their idealism to bear again during perestroika.


 			

			
						

			
			
						
	
	

	
		
		
		

		
		
			Contact Us

	
	First Name

Last Name

Email

Subject

Description



Contact Us	







		

		

	
 



  






			
		
				
	
					
								Latest NCEEER Working Papers



	Doctors' and Parents' Perspectives on Communication Regarding HPV Vaccination in Bulgaria

Elitsa Dimitrova, Yulia Panayotova, Anna Alexandrova-Karamanova, and Irina Todorova

Contextual Constitution of Behavior: Introducing the HPV Vaccine in Eastern Europe

Irina Todorova and Adrian Baban

The Readers of Novyi Mir, 1948-1969: A Social Portrait

Denis Kozlov






							

					
								Contact Information



	National Council for Eurasian and East European Research

DC Office

	1828 L Street NW Suite 1200
	Washington, DC 20036
	Tel: 202-572-9095
	Fax: 866-937-9872
	E-mail: info [AT] nceeer [DOT] org







							

					
								Quick Links



		www.americancouncils.org
	www.carnegie.org
	www.state.gov
	www.neh.gov







							

			


		

		
	
	
		
			
				
				
					
						


	Copyright
	
	NCEEER. All Rights Reserved.



					

				

				
				
																
							


	 [image: Powered by Directive]



						

						
									

			

		

	










